Gibbs High School

 Term I Fall 2018
English 4 CP (300503000)
COURSE OUTCOME:
Course Description
English 4 CP is a senior English course designed for the college-bound senior or the senior wishing to learn at a level suitable for preparation to succeed at the college level.

INSTRUCTION:

Topics and Skills Covered

Students will gain an understanding and appreciation of British and World literature through exposure to the works of notable authors from Anglo-Saxon times to the present.  Students will recognize, analyze, and interpret elements of poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction.  Language skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing will be honed through individual and group assignments.  Preparation for college-level English courses will be emphasized. 

Religious Themes in Literature

The School Board affirms that it is essential that the teaching about religion—and not of a religion be conducted in a factual, objective and respectful manner in accordance with the following:  
· 1. Music, art, literature, or drama with a religious theme or basis are permitted as part of the curriculum for school-sponsored activities and programs provided it is essential to the learning experience in the various fields of study and is presented objectively; 
· 2. The emphasis on religious themes in the arts, literature and history shall be only as extensive as necessary for a balanced and comprehensive study of these areas. Such studies shall never foster any particular religious tenets or demean any religious beliefs; and 
· 3. Student-initiated expressions to questions or assignments which reflect their beliefs or non-beliefs about a religious theme shall be accommodated. For example, students are free to express religious belief or non-belief in compositions, art forms, music, speech and debate.
General Pacing

Module One: Anglo-Saxons (449-1066 C.E.)



3 weeks

Module Two: Middle English/Medieval Period (1066-1485 C.E.)

2 weeks

Module Three: The English Renaissance (1485-1625 C.E.)


5 weeks

Module Four: Restoration/Enlightenment (1625-1798 C. E.)

2 weeks

Module Five: Romanticism (1798-1832 C.E.)



3 Weeks

Module Six: Victorian and Modern Periods (1832-Present) 


3 Weeks
Materials Needed

Students should arrive at class with assigned textbook, blue or black ink pen, and a supply of ruled notebook paper.  4” X 6” note cards (or a reasonable facsimile) will be required during the research paper portion of the course.

Fees

The fee for Knox County Schools English classes is $10.00.
Resources

Prentice Hall Literature: The British Tradition

Writing and Grammar, Diamond Level
The teacher will provide supplementary materials as well.
In general, films will be shown in part, not in entirety, to reinforce or enhance the understanding and appreciation of literary selections covered in class.  The following films may be shown in part during the term:

· The Story of English (NR – A BBC Production, aired on public television)

· My Fair Lady (G – A musical adaptation of Shaw’s Pygmalion)

· Cold Comfort Farm (PG)

· Macbeth (PG)

Alternative assignments will be made available when warranted by the concerns of a parent/guardian/student.  Parents/Guardians/Students are encouraged to carefully review texts and assignment sheets and raise any objections in a timely manner.
Safety Procedures

In the event of an emergency requiring the evacuation of the building, students will exit the building via a route assigned on the first day of class, practiced as scheduled by administrators, and graphically represented on a building map placed on the hall door of the classroom.  In the event of a situation not requiring the exit of the building, i.e. high wind alert, students will be seated in the adjacent interior hallway with their backs to the wall.  Students will never use the exterior classroom door for emergency exits or class changes under normal circumstances, owing to the slope and frequent dampness of the lawn outside my classroom.
ASSESSMENT:

Expectations/Skills/Competencies
All assessments are designed to measure the student’s attainment of mastery with regard to the local curriculum.
Grading Policy

 In accordance with Knox County School policy, the following grade scale will be used:    

93-100
            A

85-92

B

75-84

C

70-74

D

0-69

F
Interim and Final grades will be determined by:

Exams and Quizzes (announced and unannounced) – 25-100 Points  

Presentations - 200 Points

Formal Writing - 200 Points

Group and Individual Projects - Points may vary with a minimum value of 100 points.

Daily Exercises and Classroom Work -- will be considered part of a participation grade 
-minimum of 200 points per interim period.
Explanation of Assignments and Projects

All assignments are designed to meet the requirements for the English 4 CP curriculum.  One of the five required research papers will be part of a larger project also including the required classroom presentation.  Formal writing assignments are designed to contribute to student learning with regard to curriculum standards.  Seatwork and homework provide opportunities to apply skills learned and prepare the student for summative assessments and also contribute to the student’s participation grade.
Makeup and Late Work Policies

Make-up Policy:

Missed assignments must be made up within three days following a return from an absence. In the case of extended absences, the teacher and student will collaborate on a timetable for making up work. Failure to make up assignments will result in a grade of zero for those assignments.

Submission of Late Work Policy:
Any assignment submitted after the due date will only be accepted for partial credit. 

Homework is only accepted at the beginning of class. Zero if nothing submitted then.

Portal Post Policy

The Parent Portal is a vital resource for parents and guardians in monitoring the progress of their students. The teacher will update the data on at least a weekly basis.
GENERAL EXPECTATIONS:

Students

Students can succeed in this class through regular attendance, listening carefully in class, and completing all assignments.  The skills taught are sequential throughout the term; therefore, it is very important that the student begin the term with good study habits. Students will be expected to attend class regularly in order to derive maximum benefit from the instruction available during class time.  Absences and tardies will be documented and will be responded to in the manner prescribed by the Student Handbook. Students will be expected to submit their own work and will be instructed as to the definition and consequences of plagiarism, briefly covered in the following paragraphs:
PLAGIARISM

According to Harbrace Handbook, 15th edition: “Plagiarism is defined as presenting someone else’s ideas, research, or opinion as your own without proper documentation, even if it has been rephrased.  It includes, but is not limited to the following:

1.      Copying verbatim all or part of another’s written work;

2.      Using phrases, figures, or illustrations without citing the source;

3.      Paraphrasing ideas, conclusions, or research without citing the source;

4.      Using all or part of a literary plot, poem, or film without attributing the work to its     creator.”

CONSEQUENCES OF PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is a form of stealing and academic fraud.  Students who are found guilty of minor (a few words or phrases; failure to include source citations, etc.) plagiarism will have the option of either redoing the assignment within a specified time period and accepting a grade letter drop or taking a zero on the assignment.  Major offenses (stolen or barely-reworded sentences) will simply result in a zero for the assignment. 
Classroom policies and procedures are as follows:

1.  The student will arrive on time for class with all necessary materials 
2.  The student will read all assigned material with respect to due dates.
3.  The student will complete all class assignments with respect to the due date.
4.  The student will participate in a positive manner.
5.  The student will take notes as necessary when appropriate.

6.  The student will make up assignments following absences.  (See policy above).
Teacher
Instructor: Robert Ryan

Plan Period: 2nd Block
School Phone: 689-9130 ext.72622
Email: robert.ryan@knoxschools.org
The teacher can be reached at Gibbs High School (689-9130 ext. 72622) on weekdays during Second Block. as well as between 3:30 P.M. and  4:00 P.M.  Parents/Guardians are encouraged to contact the teacher via Email and may also contact the Guidance Office to schedule a conference.  
I am always happy to communicate with parents.  To do so nearly always enhances student performance.  Unfortunately, few parents initiate such contact until it is too late for this benefit to fully express itself.  Many parents never bother to contact me at all until their child has failed the course, even if that child has been near or below a 70 average all term long.  The final exam rarely improves a student’s grade and often lowers it, so the student must come to the final (which is worth 15% of the final grade) with a healthy average, mid 70s or higher. I encourage you to contact me early and often if you are concerned about your child’s status.  Once your child has failed the course, even by a couple of points or less, it is too late.  The only way I can respond to such belated concern is to remind you of the contents of the document you are reading now.  There are three extra credit opportunities per term in addition to daily opportunities to earn regular credit.  If your child fails to take advantage of them, the only lesson of value that I can impart is the lesson that actions have consequences.
